
Vikki Thompson Inquest

May 2017
Inquest into the death of Vikki Thompson, a transgender prisoner who died whilst on remand at HMP Leeds.

Vikki was a transgender woman housed in a male prison but like many others in prison her vulnerability did not
make her unique. It was the responsibility of HMP Leeds to ensure she was properly looked after and safe.

HMP Leeds has the second-highest number of self-inflicted deaths in the UK and an inability to learn from their
mistakes.
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 HIGHLIGHTS VIKKI THOMPSON INQUEST



TV and Radio Coverage
The Inquest was featured on a number of News Bulletins across TV and Radio.

Included is the coverage from ITV and Radio 4.



ITV GOLDBERG
STATEMENT FOR SALLY

May 19 2017

 The final statement was read outside of Wakefield
Coroners Court by Philip Goldberg (Minton Morrill
Solicitors) who represented the family of Vikki
Thompson during the Inquest.



Vikki Thompson Radio 4

May 19 2017

 Vikki Thompson was let down by a range of
services, including the NHS and the Prison Service as
well as by her family.



Newspaper Coverage
The Inquest was featured in a number of newspapers, both online and in print.

Included are a number of articles from both national papers and also local papers
relevant to Vikki Thompson and also Minton Morrill Solicitors.
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 During her stay at HMP Leeds, the management
of her treatment and mental state of mind were also
lacking in professionalism and inadequate for an
individual of such complex issues.
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 Mr Goldberg said Leeds Prison has the second-
highest number of self-inflicted deaths in the UK and
‘an inability to learn from their mistakes.
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 Regardless of whether Vikki was feeling high or
low in moods and appeared to be coping in prison,
more attention should have been paid to her as a
transgender woman with mental health issues and a
history of self-harming and suicide threats.

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/may/19/jury-returns-verdict-on-transgender-woman-found-dead-in-male-prison
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 Yes, Vikki was a transgender woman housed in a
male prison but like many others in prison her
vulnerability did not make her unique. It was the
responsibility of HMP Leeds to ensure she was
properly looked after and safe.
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340

 Whilst we welcome the policy reform, what really
matters is that prisons protect those prisoners in real
terms. This will require a radical shift in prison staff
culture and training.
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 This was a death waiting to happen...There was no
consideration of the gender she had openly identified
with for half of her life.
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 At the end of a two-week long inquest, the jury
foreman outlined a range of failings by the prison and
health services but also recognised agencies "under
immense pressure, understaffed and working in
extremely difficult day-to-day situations".
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 After a jury at Wakefield Coroners Court delivered
a narrative conclusion, lawyers acting for Miss
Thompson demanded a "complete overhaul" of the
jail.
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 An Inquest into her death finished on Friday, with
a jury concluding that she did not intend to take her
own life.
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 Vikki's vulnerabilities echo many of those
experienced by women who find themselves in the
criminal justice system.
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 In a statement, her family's lawyer, Philip
Goldberg, said she was one of three transgender
women to die within a male prison estate in the past
18 months.
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Social Media
The Inquest was discussed across Twitter throughout it's duration. Included are

highlights relating to the Inquest.
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